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that the French should make common cause with them
against Surajah Dowlah, and the negotiations were
broken off. They were resumed after Olive had
made peace with the Nawab, and terms satisfac-
tory to both parties, which were to be guaranteed
by Surajah Dowlah, were drawn out for signature.
When, however, the treaty was submitted to Admiral
Watson, he refused to sign on the plea that it had
not received the sanction of the Governor of Pondi-
cherry. He argued rightly that as the Governor of
Chandernagore had no independent powers, any treaty
signed by him would leave De Bussy and other French
commanders complete freedom of action. He also ex-
pressed distrust of the Nawab, who had not carried
out one article of his treaty with Olive, and urged that
instead of asking him to guarantee a treaty they should
treat him as an enemy if he did not fulfil his engage-
ments in ten days' time. Olive was indignant at the
little regard shown by Watson for the promises made
by himself and his colleagues to the French and
the Nawab. He pointed out that before an answer
could be received from Pondicherry the monsoon
would break and render the departure of the English
troops for Madras impossible; and he insisted that, if
the treaty were not signed, an immediate attack should
be made on Chandernagore. At this juncture Watson
opportunely heard of the arrival of Admiral Pocock
with the Cumberland at the mouth of the Hooghly,
and received official intelligence of the war with France.
He now wrote that he looked upon the declaration of
war as an order for all officers to distress the enemy,
and that he only wanted an assurance that hostilities